204         AUTOBIOGRAPHY OE A JOURNALIST

nant with some one who, having found him in the
state of intoxication in which I left him, had given
him a drink of what he called "high wines/5 i. e.
common alcohol, the singular effect of which was to
bring him immediately to his senses, and we reached
home without further incident.

That night, somewhere near midnight, poor Mrs.
Johnson awoke me, begging piteously that I would
help her and her daughter to search for her hus-
band, who had disappeared from the house. Then
she told me that he had the habit of falling into
desperate melancholy after his drunken fits, and had
even attempted suicide, and they had on one occa-
sion cut the rope by which he had hanged himself,
barely in time, and she always expected to find him
dead somewhere. We ransacked the house, the loft,
the barn, the stable, in all their corners, every shed
and nook about the premises and were returning
hopeless, to wait for daylight to look for him in the
lake, when, as I passed the wood-yard (where the
fire-wood was stored and chopped), I heard a groan,
and, guided by it, found him lying amongst the
chips in the torpor of drunken sleep. The poor
wife, with my assistance, dragged him home and
put him to bed, and when I saw him the next morn-
ing I heard over and over again his vows and reso-
lutions, his sermons against drink, his repentance
and pledges never to touch liquor again. When I
showed incredulity, he offered to bet with me his
best yoke of oxen against one hundred dollars that
he never would drink another drop as long as he mind, intensely indig-would come after. He had afully appreciatehed to devote myself.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